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Changes of harbor seal population and haul-out behavior associated

with appearance of the killer whale at Cape Erimo, Hokkaido, Japan.
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Abstract

In Cape Erimo, it is possible to observe 100-150 pups of the harbor seal (Phoca
vitulina stejnegers) in the breeding period. Because there is no predator of this species
in the Cape Erimo, this species is considered as top predator in the ecosystem of in
this region. However, the killer whales (Orcinus Orca) were appeared in mid of May,
2014 when it was birth period of this species. In this study, we reported the
relationship between seals population or usage rockeries and appearance of killer
whales.

Although the killer whales appeared only deeper-water area in the misaki-side.
everywhere around the rockeries in the nish-side. The first day of appearance of the
killer whales, the number of haul-out seals was decreased in both-sides, but since
the next appearance, they came to haul-outed at the rockeries where killer whale
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has kept away. In nishi-side, we have observed the synchronized change of the

numbers between pups and others.
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