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The usage of Kuril harbor seals at the breeding season
on the western reefs at Cape Erimo, Hokkaido, Japan.
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Abstract

The number of kuril harbor seals (Phoca vitulina stejnegeri) at Cape Erimo, which is the
biggest haul-out site for this species in Hokkaido, is showing a tendency to increase. In
connection with this trend, haul-out had been confirmed mainly in the area around the
“Ro-soku-iwa” and at the “Tokkari-iwa”, both of which are approximately 500 m distant ,
and in recent years, usage of, and haul-out, has been confirmed at reefs up to
approximately 1.5 km away from the Cape Erimo. Furthermore, in recent years, it has been
reported that reefs on the western side of the cape, which are about 2 km away from the
haul-out site, have been used for birthing and rearing pups. Therefore this survey was
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undertaken with the aim of understanding the usage by kuril harbor seals of the western
reefs in the breeding season. The result of the survey was that the average number of pups
confirmed during the total period was highest on May 16, 2013 (41.8 pups) at the reefs of
Cape Erimo, and on May 26 (9.4 pups) at the western reefs. At both the Cape Erimo and the
western reefs, bimodality was indicated in the seasonal variation in the average number of
pups, with peaks at May 16 (hereafter, the 1st peak) and May 26 (hereafter, the 2nd peak).
Furthermore, in the ratio of the confirmed average number of pups using the Cape Erimo
reefs and the western side, a trend was observed for the ratio of pups using the western
side to increase gradually following the 2nd peak. From these observations, if the number
of pups is large, as in the 1st peak, then the focus for use is Cape Erimo where many groups
can haul-out. After the 1st peak, when the groups of pups become smaller, it is suggested

that the harbor seals tend to use on the western side where there is less interference from

adult males, and where the effect of the wind is almost nothing.
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